


BBC HISTORY ARCHIVE: MR. VAI GIELGUD (March 1978)
Note by Frank Gillard.

'."/hen I first discussed the prospect of an interview with him , inthe mid-70s, Val Gielgud seemed to be as lively and articulateas I had always known him to be. There was a delay of' coupleof years or so before we could get down to making the recording- there seemed to be no great need for haste over it, and I wasworking mainly in the USA over that period. But in thht period,though I was initially unaware of it, Val developed a brain tumour.Consequently, when I went down to Lewes to do the interview, I foundhim to be sadly incoherent. He was still eager to record, and someintelligible and useful comments emerged, but he found it difficult,and frequently impossible, to hold on to a thought for long enou h tocomplete a few sentences on it.
Nevertheless, Richard Keen (see his memo 22.10.80) managed to retrieve quitea few usuable fragments for inclusion in his Radio obituary on Valand future researchers might have similar success. There is notranscript, but here is a summary of the topics raised in theattempted intervew, as set out in more detail in this attacheddocument.

Recruitment. Views on Reith and Haley
The Savoy Hill studio setup
Inability of'tage actors to adapt to microphone workQuality of early BBC staff
Opinion of Eckersley, BBC Chief Engineer
Opinion of Roger Eckersley, Programme chiefInterference from Gielgud's superiors, e.g.Basil NicollsHilda Matheson, Head of Talks
Fric Maschwitz, Head of Light Entertainment
Massive project Gielgud/Maschwitz: Night Falls in BudapestGielgud's opinion of Broadcasting HouseReith as an amateur actor
Story of Radio Drama in the 1920s
Radio Drama policies in the 1920s; plays recalled
Experimental productions
Production techniques: the D.C. panel
The Royal visit to B.H.
Use of music in Radio plays
Stage actors and bnnadcasting
;mergence of the first generation of Radio actorsThe freedom allowed to him in Drama

Vfriters f >r Radio
Story of "Man Born To Be King" by Dorothy SayersEvolution of Features Department, under Laurence GilliamComing of Television; his fear of a threat to RadioHis experiences as Head of Television DramaCriticism of Children's Hour
All TV Producers simply yearning to make films>Vartime experiences: evacuation to Evesham and elsewhereEvwntually returning to London
"Saturday Night Theatre" and "The Monday Play"
BBC Radio postwar. Haley as Director-General
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Val Gielgud -2-

More topics attempted:
Page

His hatred of soap operas
The "Party Manners" episode
Gielgud himself as a playwright
Postwar Features as part of Drama
Gielgud unhappy in Television, returns to Radio
Repeats views on DGs — Greene, Haley, Reith
Policy considerations in selection of plays
Giklgud dismissive of Audience Research
No ambition for higher post
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P1 Om ~eader -a'rrepraph 7 Counter.

u cessful out of. x:'ork actor. Padi o Times huge circu1.ation.

Encl~ 6'adstone N1>rray, Public Iaelations.

Aei ill: . Ia1 nd, fa11" and right. Early d1 ff i a3UX ty OVer SeXUal

connotation in vari.ety scriPt — he accePted exPlanation — V(.'lot
of'+ He and Halev 'out of'op

dra>zer'u"

3 ificatiolls for,;'ournal ism'3 i,bsolutel y none. Hired talroaa-. h open

door. '11.te'
(ly''!'1

ote let te rs to BT complain i np aboUt 3'adi0 dravJa, ProP'3'at'it''e

n I anni BL i n bands of ) ri nd say 6'e] 1 i llPtoa'>.

VG 5 Naschl its larotc serial for BT based on fatui iv of;"aa-

:;Bvo'j H3. l 1, a'ci ferou 8 st aI 11ngs 0U t Sl.dc wl ndovq Pe 1"pc t. L:.a 'i. d ra u gn t .

sec, i 11818 t ed on ope'fl (aoor, ~ 6 8tud3 os,

CU3 tain. drapes, meat safe mi c. Trouble >;. actors perslaaad:i n~ tiaeln

raQ need- to shout.

Henry Ainlcy coaa'dn't grasp thi s. 10,00'~,C(30 listellers'~ baaust let
7!Jysel f Y3 p. 2 eff'ects boh 8 to 'hold hiP) back by seat, of j)ant-.. BUS~

cxt'1 i 1np, f Q 1 a i.n. On 800iel:b1ng new.

t".;,rly Staf": 81 lcd a'a. otbQr tlla 'f>'8 ) in 1"ad 3. 0 5.'-'utc

de ma eux. "Jl ..) al so l3e au to f" t exci tcHlcn t,,

TV — anvtb Ln a' Rav t 0 bc regarded;;i ih pine)3 of sal t'. Sa-'0": '.Til:t

impl.or~-:-ptu be.: i nnilxp to cohere. Then d.i ff i.cult to taicc lou:"." view,

~'ie a.e a I Kays ful ) . Yes, lD1 a ac le t)la), BI)a", emerged SUCCCSS.'"ulkj:-

than1~8 to Vci tb and P~l cv„Clear wllo r~n show.
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440 (ia1 p ndale i 1 Anl ed to do Gh. sts il«ar 1 t 6 ur!ihua1 S(lp )0o j MF

gon must do 1t -v„long,v.dull." OBI3 11lterest„ 1 f you had a Blu.:.„
Ni ce man i

48'ules tended to be strict
490 Senior member discovered in compromisin~ circumstances ":::ith lacy

entertainment room...I ired. Think right.,
p. ECIgersley. 'I'hought h1m ho+] i ng bore, shou] dn ' have been all 0;;ei
near mic. Always fuss about divorce. Yet VG vent. thro 'ourts
times, nobody rai sed eyeb=ol~ — but thi- afte1. Peith.
I:ckersley. Fxhibitio11i st vulgarian, talented engineer. Roger Iicl:,
SKeet, B1ce, 1ndef1111te. Lacked force. Think Beith liI»cd ycs-men,
(see ~"17 above). Cut out to be Sec. of Golf club.

Y.% ~vs
1i 2 j)lays !3y Ug, acccjite«i, a11 terr1b1

had tc fi nd excuses fo1- not b jc.
I anted to u '.c Cjlestcrton ' 'I'al 3 ad of I epanto ', stopped by ',<i chol I,.
"'hg upset Turkish embassy." Thinj: this not charactc!-i sti C. IIad
much to put up >pith. Prog. judgment only fair.
Start of Var. VG and 130ult 1~'ent from 'I'ivcsham to complain tjiey 'd
nothing to do. Si QI1!i!ann: "Iij>cn 1 ar star ted, I pu j led lever,
broadcasting changed cou1-see" i)= 118(~ ~reat inf3.u(*n«"Q f01- sjlo T'i. t 1 .i1e .
I.1onal V1 Q1.«Icn i I'ixcJu1 s1 te suede shoes ~ I lad. been at Gal l 1pol 1, ',iijll c~'(

fascinated yrG. IIand«'d over Galli.poli prog. to VG,
7 t f IIi'I du Natl.. son. Gl cat poÃer„cal ri Qd much guBs. Onc of 2 'vjloki! ii«'.I i. >;

never tri Qd to bully. VG not b»1'1 ied,'~hen telephone rang from
hii.'our

ha11d shooj«

Eric Naschv;i tz, I)earest friend for 10 years. 5~'cat US, France.,
IIu.n." a1 v to»»ethel, Dld I'toe,. i i%~i '«htia l3 1B 13udapcs j . HI3(r pal slmi.onv;
hj rjilg Gypsy P>an«l, 2 2~~>OA party to entertain Fiungar1ans.
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'Yightfal:I. xn BudaI cst'.tor ' f n hDC. Taken every>'here s'.- tI
motorcycLe escort. ! progs. I ranc4s Clare had affairs >~i th I!aronsPQg~~
Control f-roFii part>~uet-paved,

IIaschwitz. Tremendouslv good copany. Gay a., a gri ... Excited ~i'orI.ei
very hard. (Iave cackct to variety, then dim dept.
Early progs. I"elt tremendous lot to be done. IIoldi ng flash of
11ghtn!.ng bv ta'! I ~ Hi~I )ad trePIPdous idea of style, !Th

Things'„I)erLcley Hq. as good as songs can be. So many

p 8 p I' 0 J I s

I'h1nP~"

0I=e

~~anted to do, couldn'.
i00y Talks liveliest dept. Sac~ as his,job tn make Drama

deci ded O'Iiat si!ould be b/c,
EI'I + VG did cross-ta]k act at Prog. Board, infuriated

good. I!eith

col ~

eague'n,joyingselves. Did s~'hat you lii'ed.
I'leased N'1th 6 special drama stds at M<. Excitin~'uilding. Looked
ove! bl dg, a j.armed by 2 cat s .

P.EL"2;2

Ca,t story cont. Never seen another cat in KI. ThougI",t hopeful.
Consulted on design of. drama studios. Very good.
1)orothy Sayers >~rote after reading 'Death at Broadcasting

House'Coudn't

take as long as you said to go from one studio to
(<6IIadn't real i wed extremely heavy door.".. IIad timed i t.

A

PII Blade A good de81. Of d1 ffercnce
~ Qs bldg spec! a 1 ly designed 70

b/c. Could do things whi.ch couldn'i, do before. 4'onderfully served
by Da1ance and Control Engineers (@hat dad tI~ey balance k controls)

studio desc, consecrated„ cve>ything below'; also consec.,incI
Varxetv Std Snag
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-"30 Product IOns D3.re c tnr e Cil Bd s to118 Narray sent f03 VG 5 0ff83"ed,

give ll Qye teeth f03." IEEcluded Vari et5 >
4'h'l col VG coul dn 1 t do >

1>338»>

nothing of . Drama fascinated. Va's 28. 3%y chose~'P Don "t know.

Stoi-y thai B.Eckersley said to Heith "Ife comes of good theat.

family kIlo»s theatre." 8 sa3d "V. rude to me»'hen»>c prod.

'Til(y of Bloomsbury'or amateur drama-soc. Suppose he CBEE be

1ude to Bctol"s ~

Heith played druriken broker's man, v.good. Took production like

dream. Carsendale E.'as seedy elderly gentleman. ln Ih>dolf Stein, r

IIal 1 o VG had no exp e 0f p1'odUc1ng amateur d3"Bma,

Iieseal ch ~ect3. On resented h3. s promot 3. on o %hat Ilad rUined the'l'!1 in

Beith's eyes »as that nothing tIEey did got on air, had no

mac/11H81y to get it on.

Jeffrey. OnLy remember smoothly brushed haiI, hate«Vb's guts.

Vent to EIovi.ctone Nel;s, 'golden voice Of silve3- screen'. VG

thought he left dept. a shambles.

13rama IEBd done V 11tt 18 ~ Sn3 ppct s of SIEakespeare etc,, Donald
'!'.

Calthvop had advisory,job. VC> had )'i@gin field to di g in. Bc lays

i 1 001 )>16 l't"'>! Cl> C>11 i 'I'01 k — eXp I 81>'IS ", BCk 0 f ViHUB1 8 . >>> C8 > >>

I

flo»>erpots, coI sages etc. Ilcnce development of special radi o

Plays

Noted 1''ama !3roducc1's: Lance Sievek3.1'lg, Peter Cresswell, Jack

Cheac)lc, Archie Handing, %1.All en |,iEE 1!!1EEor»"By,, 633ly on!. E>1th

3~I!Om Bll:.Bys fought, !>Bs King P>ul l. Later u1 ged by Michael Standin.-

to bc n ice t0 hi ill gave him one .3I'- ndy too Hlanv; i Trollbl e»1

VG vou've never mct an; of 3-ight peop] e,
'Io»selected plavs'3 1;ent on pr3nczpEQ, 3.f liked, »>ould do. lf

d3. s liked i t, kneE.'l!Bny people»ould 13 ke it q
li'OUld I3l obab1 y

that too. Backbone of clas;—;ics, fOI'."hl ch VCi had pe1">lap s
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F06 exagerated re. Crence: Ibsen., Che'kov, Greek.. Fir t, ~.'onday rli ht
pl By was Hl.ppolytus tl .G3 lbert !»iuT Tav.

GILI ABD: Certainily making demands on your aud i ence, Yes, ha.i

terri bl.e time «~3 th it. Cast al 1 over y+op.Gladys Young as Nurse V.

slo». After first. J hour 20 min .. over tine. Go(lf3'ev Tear 1 e as
1 ather came in, "I cari deal. »ith that" . Vent, back to studi o. pi

ck'up

pace Bs V'G rlcveT'a3< ,'nlaste»rpi ece of Bctirlg, Pi dn t va3 v

perforlnance onc scrap. Got haunches under him. Vondel.ful tech,," ca l.

achievement.

1;"as Drama popular 3.n sc'lcdu13ng'3 Don't *h3.nk so. In earliest, d'y(i

regarded as sidekick. Once Monday '»nd Saturday Night Theatr(;s
estabi.i shed (¹cho13s thou~'ht of SNT, sold to VG> — 3n early
s i B»'es had no starldil.n'~ ~

Au;13ence wanted sto3.~ telling'p Yes, that's»ily they took to
Qdantat1ons

> c, (»'„Car T13v'B1 whe1fkpcontarned fol"l33 dden elemen»:s
1>k'dultery.

No trouble. Great success. Years later. adapter E C.
C'Iaclenzie argued, who had written whi ch lines.

(»20 Radio play. theatl.e of mi n(l . Pi3-st to gras!i Si evcking, Guthrie.
V. ote 5 ori.g.plays. 2 done, one unsu3 ta13le~ VG had to turn do3;n.

6350 Man) (.3 'f. f 3. cu I t deer $ 3.ol'ls 'P A. 10 1, Pla.y about Sovr et Icebreakcr,
Not then,1~350) all owed tc sho» Hussiarls in. good iig»t.Nichol ks

wB 8 vcl $ ca73t iou s.
Bcsca3"cll, cc».3.on, The 3'e be3 ol e VG Pro(i(let I on 8 Di ) ec L or L!meT'ged

because Be3.th fBllc3. cd I, ) Y oT'>. '3nal ly concel 33cd: S3 Pveking ~

N.if. Allen, HaiM.~n, King Bui l. But iiadn.'t got, machiner> or knowilo»

to get tiling»s into progs. He3 ih son !; for VG "You take them over,
or el. s "..." Its lulrpose egperi ment a], 13eauti fuj indulging 1 abel

covered nulti tude of'ins. Bcc mc 1"eatures Dept., contributed

1Brge l.y.
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700 Regal dcd w, su spi cion. "Fxpe3-xme33tal" = "wh(;n 3 n dloubt throw away

T hen became Features cont1'3bution cnoI mous. Fizzled out, then

emerged Bs Features Dept.

Ul t 3 mately FeatUI'es covcI'ed mul ti t Udc of sins Bnd 1 Budal31(3

Bet) vl tl cs 03 ig AI had g1 eat success

l hy 1 Feat»I'e P No idea, VG didn t CIloose ~ wdn t llave, Job of V ~

Dept., to h,.ndle anything done in dram. terms not a play.
4t i+

'Nightfall from I''13dapest'onside3-ed feature, Progs. w.multiple

narrators, VeatuI.es'P Not necessarily. VG had thillg about narratio:

Not to be used as stage directions — pois'onous.

Production techn3ques: DC panel. 2 zn HH 70 u~e tech3~3oue~ of

studios w. diff. accoustic p3.operties i.n combinat3.on with

I'IChest3 B~ 4nen Ceufs. ge V <M <~i'> ". L «3. v<G, ~<>sag a~ a 10~s~~a>(.

VG showing off DC pallel, King looked more bored, VG d pressed,

Carpendalc leant over "Speak lip my boy., King v. deaf ". KI 3 ooked

daggers. At end, QM leant over panel "Quite Bll I.ight dear boy,

you did v. nicely".VG convinced monarchist from then on.
, s), P,

Mus1 0 ln plays, Compl I ca wed sub ]ect e Jloward Vios~~~g mus3 0 shol1 1 d

Bs 3 n th(latl c ) dPcayed vi os 3 n R Bccor((Pon. in orch pi t whi 1 e Bali(3 i

went to bar, Hi evoking g3 eat i.nnovator. Plf(ying DC panel 1 il(e

) Urlitzer organ proper way, 1 S inistcd, VG didn', enti rely B!>rPe

bUt thou <5ht best 3. (i.adI 0 13 sP-d ] ot of Eusl. c: P.asl P.1 t0 1 'tell to

mus3 cq noi spPech, ContrIhUtIon Of broadcast ing to Bn~~(13af e

made one li.sten to words. Technique of multi p:e studios could

lead to trouble, Hut, c.g. "The Rescue". VG best radio play

ever, Hri t ten ' musi .". electri fying, he and L".'-'B(3Lv3..lie desi

wedded in whole. Great thing.
USP of DC panel . Af+Pr "po th(i Pubs i c Dan"er" .l PB tri ci( Hamil ton

-'G

Pnded In i omp1 (.'" P P«b'lu~ t'n f3 oH'fl rp3 n~ k13obs consi Blltl y

Bnd fast, Using fades A c»t 3.n way wh3.ch wollld dI ive

contempo 'BIy producer mad.
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Signa ill vg b$ (",,gfp lights, a] so retUr)'I swl tch for tall;ba(.k i f

hat] to. But once started on live prod,, went on...iNot blc occ .—

sion 1.) "Cav«tl cade", onc stUd).0 packed up in H)3.dd].e, live, bv
j

HIcrcy oj)1s ha))pened at paUst) q
on] V be i] for O r ) ctori a t ~ fune)-al

kept be". ]. whi] c ."red Be] l (most ad)nirab'c Srj-never had enough

credit) rushed round, re-organised cast, pushed around', never
>Jr VM]eft w g+. casts in same studi 0 — j«ept whole t1)inp goi ng„

Plusses and minuses of ]3C P'nel "> Many merits. 1d vote for:it.
do some throngs di ffic»lt to (".0 r«ow, 1)'cnt out 1)ccaUse of. war.

iH)pulses fro>1 it ~>d gu1dP. bo)Hbc~ s, but. don'i, Undcrsian«j

techn1ca]. 1 t1.es. B>y then, was at TVt

direct�)

ng TV 1') I av when w>')r

broke oui.

>70+ t 9 t))t v oo ba(.j~ to I)( ]'.a)I( l ) Present mj xe) s ].ess flex.'I)i:-.

DC Pane] s elf.-i ndul gent tor for prod I s9 ]~ot 0f poop] c, e, I(„,),,.),

made H)yst)(]ue Of j t q nonSenSC «r'. ]181H«ful q
but, 1 t ha(]

H)an)'«>.]Vantage~

]n 04,])c'- countr).es slzder~, not k)!Obs. V.G didntt

Attiiude of. Theatre to radi.o d) a)Ha') Gloomy. »Ci garette money".

VG put foot in it ] y not identi j'.ying cast. Actors sc) earned, VG

had to g > ve )>J«xy —Yr>j)3.ch d1 dn t us'UB]. ly (,0 t but thI 8 t) me 6],

had made mistake. Man, gement, adapted s ingular atti.tude: i$ you

broadcast from, theatre, wi.ll r(1in box offi ce; i f dont t, wc get n

publi city ~o we should lij::e you to b/c from theatre. ]3i ff).oui(

to ar ouc aga) nst — anti.nomi=.n. B/c from theatres Unsati s, thi

jOSO

why we h«.d to'o into stud10s,

Best support from older generation of actors: 1]arry Ain.j ey,

1"reddi e I.].oyd — wonderful, Took p)'oduction ] ike dreams, x':or].ed

].ike mad, thug])t VG everything he 1'-ncw abo() t theatre and

j)roadcasting. Cdnt t have bee> nicer. Younpcr generation

coopeI >«ative, inc] incd to be 0] oodr„-minded, Once had to thro">«"

]icnry Oscar out of studi o.
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B()el

Saved Henry Oscar's face by pretending hc was ill or something.
Hc v. angry. Fuss w. P',acuity.

V,G. 's. relatioiis v. Lquity always tricky, 5 or II rep's used to
come to meet 1ngs c One was Br)ice Pe 1 frage eHC 81MBYS compl Qi ncd of
fcc not receive(i foi so!I'etlilng b/c in Hong Long II yrs be fore,
Actors»~ho made nam>,e thro'/c. Dell e Chrystal, Nary»I'imbusl). On

the zihole, older gcn. took to i t Qnd accepted dircctien fi-cm

SOIIIcone like self. To give di r. to SOIIIeonc one had revered in
theatre for yi"s 'Was 8181"ml.ng,

Think ultii'lately a generation of radio actors did emerge: e.g.
Nary t4'imbus

Ho>; trained'? BABA had radio course.
~~)uesti on of explaining wil(it IIlic. Cd, cd not q do...Question oi ppl

c'bsorbing>quicl(ly; not,just ho»; far to stand i'r mi c, but using
human voice as never Used befo)-e. J
SoDIe be calico ' Qsolnatcd by this; Cai 1e ton Hoobs, t~iary

i n LQ Dame Bux Camel i as l n wh3. ch VG cast he I" e dl. sas "ei )

(excep

I'80

I
/

Tl i ck in cast l n«? Not to cast, foi appea) Bnce ..Once lnt '(1 Joa)I
pj oM) i(>')li Made note: I in Qny peculi ar part Md stand ou t Cas, he r '.

adm'able.
Cl ltd. cs sho'o'ed lnt ~ ? v o 11t > le ~ Lance c) hi1)l. t1on i 8 t . »>.'i1 g.k.ve

in tervi e»*.'s t0 p I ess oI'I Bny occasion, >ii stenc) Bl»(ays int. Othel'I(..

pr ess )Iad down on b/c —.I.nevitab ly dcpl ('ssl ng,
Hut cri ti cs cd. be i mbecile. e'- «. Herbert Farj col:: "i'~06 1-.'es
fl oi(I Hen) y V

'"i''~Tl l butcs to Fred D(11, Iohnnv Johnstonc, Pat) ence Shc f'foci(I
FX g)..ossiy ove)--publici sed. Celebrated occasi.on )~hen itei th s>)oi(e(!

pp) round SQ i oy Hl 1 1 . 3~'. 0»n 3!BII(]s NB(>e soiind 0( tral n gol ng ln i o

I'..Us ton nn I-Qi r>y day, )i. rol ler sk:> t.e Bnd t.i n bath. I'3)e)1 i n dn»h >,

cut Fx, Pot nec, *o have el ab. FX, unless sometIIing sirong»~. Sc) i
p'Nporta.)ittiling, s fi'i I>)ulus to ) III(I,",,

BoIIie pro(3 s clut t(.'1 ed Up prod s in)'IUIIIerab1 0 Fx. Tri ed to ex') 1P

»'5
t o them,

8( cr(-.t of suc(.cssful Q(IIllln." Qns»"ei ) et t'e)-s don" t s f 8» too long o.
phone,1 ikcd I unning dept. parti ( . thai one ..":tta( iI(d i o 8 t]
»i'o i'ked»»'1 th h.l.m,
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«)30 BBC heavy bande(1'? Inclined to be. Pel pct. fig!It over money. But

on the;;hole, VG had free hand. Management ealised he compete»t „

1 ef 4 alone. C(ln ' Qsk for !or(.
580 Any got on his back'> B,Nichol ls gave. trb i...inclinPd to 1cgard

anythil!g V4 suggPsted as maniac, disapproved of him.

I!00 Training o:f wr3.ters'3 Some ha(', g3.ft) e.g. Patrick Hamil.ton, 'Fi»s

(sic} 'F'lowers are not for you to pic!<'ang on a't once. ~!Uch

adaptation .done in dept. Cynthia Pughe became s!(i1 tul adapte1.
3<L!0 Tric!( u f Adaptatn'«(set i.nto s!(in of wr.i ter C. g, Carpi va!,Notab I.e

for f irst use oi'eagulls, Qnd mus3 c hall songs o t'eriod.

I;80
Agrecal31P. Qlld riosta 1 g3 c o

(Harl as!I 0'f the Giiard Pxa!>I'01 0 whc1 e Q(lap'r got I nto s I<irl .
Su cce.„ f'u 1 .

I!9'j Flood of !!iss submitted'«Not f i nod, !I!Ost ppl pllt of f by 'intrica—

ci (.s of mPdii1!ll ) bllt 1arg(3 ((UQ)!tity ) I!!ost Us(!1Pss.
D I ff3 cU! tv w, woNPn onc vo i cP sound% 11!Uch 1 ike Quoth('1 s . A

g60

660
i

67<>

~oui(ln ' b LQIIIe them. !")'QG e thi ng 1 uf! i CI ous,

Hidi C. No!!)cnt., Hehe Qrs« ng «nd pl. Qy 3 n s er3. es in cine!)1a 'lt

natural contral.tos were uses!> t . (Descri p t ion o f A!id i t i oil

proce(lure }
Believe 1 ive perf. has edge. howeve1- ingenius t'e reco3'('Ling,

>icrvous (!ual ~ 0f act ol s w!10 klieg'dn! t IIIAke I!Ii s I Ques inval'uabl P .
1i'0 Used 1 1 e pe3 f !8 right to end z Yensiol! (locs no ha11!!

Hec. started w. Hlattnerphonc. No trick.; Hoss., Clumsy 8 !liff.
Tilin!- first, used in fx.
'Di agonali sation ':ie. pl og. ol.igina ted on Nat,, Prop. I-cpeated on

Heg i HPpcat 13vc~ T!13nk so, or3.g3.1la11 y,
".fan P«orli to be Kiilg'« 'tQ3'ten in co!aplicatcd way. Sayers col;"«I',is-

s3 OIIed by Ch' drens '!r. Sile was strong-I!!in(! Pd. Prod ..;ent back

sc. ipt w. sugg, altcratns. Hesults di re. DI.S tore up contract,
posted pieces to BBC.Jail!es Velch, D i:. of Heli ~». ral. 13 ed, got

support ("f 43 P11bp of Vo3 4 Lo! 0 s Day 0osi»rvallc'e Soc, went,

gave Ql!. poss. publicity„called BBC Te,~pie of Bl asphelny, sp! Cndi(

H, SpPaigh i su ffered pel soilally playing cJcs!Is — pot ab!Isive

letters.
VC prod. DLS stipulated tliis in contract. That anrioyed i..'.Ilil d,HI.

AppAQi ng]" l.arge cas ts, bi

th3.ng wh ~ gave Ho m!3ch orb

c3'owds I!!Q(t(l 'v ~ d3. f f .
1. 5 anx3 c

Nalble Arch. !lad to. do whol e from ) st reai', to t~ Ln -'IL» n1 s,
Neve!'andle!1 Q
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93.d these come Und8r yoU ~ Tl r some sr t » developed Reit' Bi d

dozen Beg.Directors'ad direct access to him, Reg prod~ s thought

this applied to them, went over VG's head, wh. he objected to.
Used to interfere good deal in Regs,
Weaknesses'P Pa, ochialism of outlook, With what they cd. do, v.
good. Outside that, sprawled all over piace. Remen 8'ham made

appalling mess of Shaksp. I cd get casts wh. no Beg.cu.Also Vest.
Evolution of Features. Enormously important» FUsirlg of 2 depts
v. good for both. Drama prod's got wider outlook, F.prods learnt
'to handle actor's etc~ deal w»scripts, lOOO p3 ties they were

divorced. D 8 F prod's different kinds of animal'3 F.prod's ter:ded

to be more imaginative, livelier, but cd've done 1;/0 Dylan Thomas -t
t

my least favour- te man. Tendency for F ppl to congregate in Stag.
Once had to make clear wdn't have any of owrl ppl — 9 ppl — going
to stag» F ppl were law to selves, unfortunately.
bi l liam') 1 ersonal relBt ' 'miable > out he loved 3 iding 4'hir lwind>

di recting storm. Loved Xmas Day prog. If cd find OH from obscure
3. sland in Paci.l1 c ~ gr'Bbbed 3 t » Or'ganl sed is't Xmas Day Pr'og» A4 'Ger

that lef t to 'f 0, who made much better job.
ppl selected mainly by '6. Brot in Macneice etc. You looked on

D Gs your ppi, F ppl yoli llad to be resp.for'3 TrU8.

oefore war~ Tricky» rwearly came to Dlows w Nlcholls, Said> if
this thing gets hold, «sill freeze radio out gradua'lly. N. said
no'lsensc. V6 aid whole Drama output shd be. Under same head, to
use both arms 0 f. 0Ut put. Suppose that why TV dram. put Und Ql

me. Merely asked to go as simple practitionel., 'k'0 I.ear11 clem'nts
of. job, not head of Gnytlling.

R @~i L

At AP 3 ound shamb 18s, Thr nk .57, But used t 0 llaving 0«'~'n Map f
or'0ng

trme» D3 ffererlce star tlrng p Glar m1ng» Instead 0f 0 An sp
~en~'id

Gram.Operator, P.Sheffield ('P),. '5 op's, all knitting.
bnox ', of money, evt11g. 2 std ' DPsrgncr's — 3-Bts >'ot rnto >;ood-

in big way Doill~ prod of St, Joan Asked for ";tore 'teps
sugg. of stained glass «;ir.'do«1. Designer fi'cd whole of. s td. w.

Rheims Ca thedr G.l, Imposs» lo shoo L f r'Yly Gnj' 8 to mGK8 $8;1$8»

rve TV cr'eat8d pr'obs Vor «3.ng urlder'ppall rng hand j caps,
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9LS cur i oi!s character. Expect ed fen)i nine Peter lfimsey, came. in

tweeds,manna.s'(r, s(t. shoul.dered, bY'isk, downright. l~'8 go t on like

house on fire. Admirable as author. One errormous virtue:never

addressed east di Yect, only thro me, unlike some authors always

I. ed to co(l fusl 0«r; 8 c tors (ll dYY t kr)ow 'Khl ch l I ne t«) fQl. l.ow.

Encouraged autl)ors to corrrc. Liked, have author thez 0 at fi rst
I'cad thI'0, AY!vt tl lng wh. Yic(',(tc(r. chang.l ng cd, be cllanged on spot q

by orig. author, '«l)at did L. stand for") Dorr't i now.

NBTBK i2 episodes.
VG D( veI'n j0) ed do1ng anythlYlg Yrrol"8, Doric owl co s 1nce Pe

teY''atts.

Peter Cressweil. Think time t«~ considc! doing it again,

live,
Chil.drens Hour": VG "omplained of its t»ee aspect,, that, it negl.-c-

ted ail reievant material, e.g. E.Nesolt, 'rowgii, made for b/c.

Brot up at Prog.Board — this lcd to 'Do it yourself'. Bon't think

improved O.H., tooclosc to other things

09rt, > est), f«)r P'8 tt ing I'id 0 f Au)!t les 8' tr ff hiddeY! behind

coalscu+tle. OId brigade protested. 'New broorr being too smart'.

Used 'r 0 such cI 3.t, Mainly f om outside, JICCullough and slay Jeni 1D

ob,I ected st1 ongl y >
though NJ had caused I Qw wltll Sa~~ 8rs, They i!ad

built Up cQDsldeI'able tI'aditi on ~ ha ted Dew broom,

i'C QUI'30us !!ran o Felt soi ry fQI hl m p mashed up 1D Var. i'h1nr< vain s )

PI'3 ckiy ) took offence,
FQYYD(Y sarHe 6i ffeI once ln other broadens ters be tween 'i)ubl 18 A

pz 1va te pe)"sQDal1 ties: Only rememo Frank Ph3. ill ps e Qlrartered

hlrrr a t Kvesham at staI't of wal P~e iI!83.s Pre(l QD tel lit!g VG of.

l) fe, squalid, boring. Vanity there too.
iOV8

Est (bli shed condl.~ ion of acccptallce 8r re~ <)ec tab) llty, i. Qf Picl t«h

great contrib" appealed to middle cia s ln big way

You aware of .V~clth's trbis w. P>oardV Faintly awareof arguments w.

Snowdon, But onc was too 8!Yral l
l)0)3 "t think (l3 d -s much w. 5 fQY ~?egions a.*'hould h

to get to Beg's, Nevex went to Belfast, but visit," d

corrtI'lbu t ed co)lsldeI'ahl y spec, fr, F01"th .~«ack Dl l.lo

Norch Qf

ave. V. diff.
othel s. Beg '

1

«I

D) B.r"dsoY). q

Anncrs didn't impinge much. Thinl: they all tended, esp. wl!en estab.."!
name at bcg3.DD1ng (sic) of wal ~ t0 devel.o") vanl ty,

Pz iI!clp«a l chal acterl s t 3.c of. BHC be fOI'8 waI'~ Consol 1 dat ion ~
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Lea(lLng pel sonal. i t3.68 ~ Gerald Cock p Cecil McG1vern (one 0 i my

people ) GC made great cont r3.b,
Thougllt prog 8 L3ke heii ~ No coheI ent. p01Lcy, Bui all. I 8ay abt.

tttv. Shd be taken w.grain of. salt. There i8 mts.Never worked so hard
w.so little result. Gt, enthus.DiffeI ence tween HH 8; AP fantastic.
Lack of pI.opeI direction. Y

TV ppl always yearned to film arena. This always was, wil.l be
trbl.'verage

tv.prod. wishes hc cd make films. Not recognised +hat tv
was extension of'/c'3 No, Unfol-tuntely.
Rehearsing tv play :.hen war broke -liaugham'8 Circle.('("ondered what I

happened to rackets I tennis balls in 4?Glbeck Mews where reh.~still
roit,ing away'P) Tel=phone message.
Prob's teaching to act, for tv'P Tendency to overac i l.ike mad, in
voice 8 gesture. Curb all. tn me.

MIen waI" began, already told wd go to lHogsnorton',Evesham.(Xn
Ge«ei::;ny, %8. someone e.",koci, 'How's your bicieout Hosnontono)wnote

dept. went, incl. 26 Bep. Extraordinary house, fl.eurs de lys
everywhere q even weatl16I cock e Bcal pi t in gardcII ~ CQKi1plaincd bi t tGI'-',

cly nothg to do while Poland being chewed up. (wh. Upset me g( od
deal,'ouse

belonged to ;"rench pretender. Not adapted for b/c.Agony,
Al.i typewriters on parque* floor (only scen in Budaoest).Not, c

chc erf(11 accompaIIilllent to thought.
Bil L. ted in I.ouses. VG had 53 amese catw him. II3sts ob,jc ted,
d" ngerous wild animal. Had to take furn.house.

i

N ". m .h "o. dr p,
' o iput. M..mo cc .d "-„- 'r.pl y',

pal t16 e I f of Ch3 id( ens 1Ir, type y m3ght bc accep'iable(, Tl at broke ':.

I

camel's back, sent V.G. to london to .int,.Siepmann,Boult suppoI ting
They complained doing nothing.'Lever'(Ioie (see above).

1

UltirJately «oi drama obck, l.argely wllen got oac 4 to LQII, did

Sclaksp ..ln old QUGGGII ' Hail . Eirsi went Ma(IchesteI .Yrbl: sec '8
3 n83st Gd I llad st I'ong pcI'8 Qna1 reasons t 0 want to go t 0 N, kioathedc

it. Alw"ys dark, never saw light of day,'iemp. interlude, In N night:
of. i~mas Eve bol'lh3.ng. Exc1t1ng, on I.oof of.'H, pI-ctend. to bc Ho:Yic

GUard . bent lowll c 0 bank vaul i „Bir3.d son camo 3.n:whL ie
'o t QUt Ln tll ( 8 y 4601 t r'ny ~ it 6 t'QW tooaCCOnL 8 t 8 n3 7, Went 'to

see 3 f. 1 cd do somce ihLng ~ cdn. l t p place in f l ames Put hail(l on BGD 8

811oul(]GI'q soak1 ng 3 n blood, P'ul I 1 ncÃ ppl QUt of wreckaicye ..

f

Re iu, to L(in(l, Sx~> I GStab d se1 I ~ beCame rad1 0 CiuL ng no One Wail te(-, to
I

mass. SNT,knew popufar, hoped good. Monday KLght, kn .w good,h .pcd
POPul ae . True 3~i I Put I ad3.0 d ralcJa in big 1ecLgUC, Plays in SZ'T .
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486 S~i ead Bl 1 ovei pl ace Ukas~ r 8 SIlakesp. plays a $ ear ~ Always dlu,
Or) the who1.e, Bdaptat. fr. theatre.Shakesp. in SNT*P Occasion Bl]y,
8e 1 |1o1ii,

giO Monday Night, r(~ title. VG'8 pride 8 joy. Opportunity for hings
I liked, believed public ought to like, ultimately did. Unprom.

$ 40

start:Ilippolytusr Kurip. tr.G.Nurray. Godfrey Tearle saved bacon,
picking up 20'verrun (see above)
Support fr. hierarchy'~ v. good. Believed o» righ+ tack.
Veil.ingtonr Nicholls to some extent. He tought, of SNT,nourishedi
Var Features. Under VG.Covered enorrIous field. One end, Xn>as day
prog. VG'8 Gallipoli prog, Lionel Fielden helped, had been there.
(this bQf 07'Q war),

~>92 NQGivern enormously talented prod. F000 pi ties he got mixed up

tv e l acket i Stal" prod i JUnc i ion Xr Bomb Doors Open ln be 8 t
featuI Qs +l ad iI v good i Tlllnk when fQature8 closest to documentary

i'iV U iJ D 'ii'4 ~ i V J ..i. IA J. i
'lF.T~ M, —.,A.M '%7

~(~ I. OL Y M . iau 1)a i. 4 l (; Q.<el Cl Seu OW er.',
i c

6)0
Vi ctorv Veek~ .Don't rememb.

Post axial . Home r Light r, gl d. Completely Bppl oved of
Home r move Up to ~rd. Deserve(t To sUcceed,

Haley:start on I

:I ",06
i

I
I ~io0

Helat,s. w.Light never imp. 'HS A 3 were.H adopt,ed SNT...
Light did stuff like Dick Barton,wh.appalle" me. Filst skirmish
W, NO i ii Bn Coll liI8 r COnt l Ol lel', DB hl Si prl dC A jOy r VG thOugilt
r(1bbis'. (inevi t. clash between someone who lik.d Chei(ovr someone

l

who didn'). I P drama of scruffy description. Martyn 11ebster '/c
IiP drama. Had been v. good w. Ii'. Durbrldge fr. B'ham. Brot these
scl 1 pts to Londox1 > v. successful, Bea l LP stul f, (n My view fB i l ly I

contemptible.
YGI( l solated sel f (r LP drama~ Af ralid true TIlought cd dg bet teri
IIomie dra1 ia, SUnday af t, mii sec 11 anQOU8 Iiindsay L'l 13ngton r God fre

y'ams

r Clare LBWson Di Ck at 2r1d hPD d. V. Qnoouraging r no trb i.. KV(.'.r

8BI.d no to play~ Nust vc but sett,led quietly in corner w/o

Bdverti semell t,
7I>2 TP Hale~ '8 pet. Had to be so considered. To me 1(1ost int. Covered

all experim, drama apal t fre cias83.cs «

IIUl8 Clos P Th (nk on [y sensation ~ i/st time I Qs lanI. sm on air,
Qi(in r t pel sonai ly regar(i Bs artl stl c suc(~Q887 Di (in t like l t,
On TP deal t w ~ George BBrne 8 tl 11 went to tv ~ I.'.tienne Ami 0 v Mi

whoi11 never'st, relates r IIowar«Nearby r v. goo«, ».wikom neve.
'xchangedharsh wol d. TP enlarged f ront I,cr 8, 8Usceptlb1.Q to

experimental, opened fresh flel(4,
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l') PF 3 2-NOTE Lower Track has mod

Delats. w. heads of'P alway ". agreeable, cordial., friendly. Trbls. '

solved peaceably in corner. Exasperation I always felt, accountants
always managed to find TP suIplus in Jan. Told mu. t be got rid of
by March Must gcn up casts have more expensive actors. Not
always desirable...money can always be better spent,
Intro. Of'oap Opera:you contemptuous'P Yes. Hated Dick Barton, Nrs.
D's Diary, even Archers, I ower than beasts that perish, but

didn','eason'3Murder f'r prod's to be turnedr on Such job. Cha3-les
Lefeaux, Betty Davies shdn't be turned aside to waste imag. or>
Mrs. D's D. Ludicrous. Tho gave pleasure to millions'P
'»lorrder how much pleasure. Think exasperated as marry as ave
pleasuIG to ~

Other end o:f spectrum: dIscussIon plays'P Thought had enormous fut,
'N'rote 1 of 1st, Bed Tabs, c.f928, whether one entitled i;0 sacrificcc
a Division to achieve objective. Out .of this arose ycn for disc.
play, one 0 f most i.1t. Sort of tlrlngs we evel
Party Nanners'3 'At woI'st, v.bad joke. )A ote in NY, w/0 thorrg'It it
wd. cau" e JUI'OI'G, Oxrl»y play I »/rote ever received le 3deI 8 In»'ve1y <

paper fr.t»'„O,,Vto TImes. Perfectly chIldIsh IIttie f'arcc, o11 whI: h
I had Qo partIco op3QIOQ ~ Had Qo m01 e I»iea I wrot»' t agaIrlst Lab~
Party than that I. shd fly.
Story of Lab, Mini steI'l "-'pp, no, had beerl ili 8 fag at pUb ~

school. Drawn fr. fact that George Strauss had been my fagmaster
at llugby',this better be obl.ivion). I got idea amusing to have
confront. betw. 2 pi"laIs of estab. Only scene I rhougbt funny„when

ese 2 elderly gents go» tight at d3.nnerq discussed offspI'3.ng 8
romantic assoc's, of'h. took poor vie». Result:done on air,
N. Collins said ", Gnt less Chekov, more comedy'. I showed him this „:
play» wh ~ Jrad har)fly, V'd, you mind I f I dI d thl s~ No ~ So drd I t e

Then did TV play on Sun. nights, rep. live on Thurs;i. Irr this
Lord Simorr of. V. interfered, harmed rep. Thi s c used trbl. Eve
papeI'n Kng. got hold of. 3. t „Liber"ty of. 8Ub joct, frcedom 0 f
expi esslon ~ Gveryb, scIeaming place down, OUI view; cdn t mal e
wr'rat fuss was about. Fialey ba»:.ked V„G„to bach-. t 0th. Salendid

G
1 ISent foD!<~<i, e saw Si mon g vs stuf fy 8.'iff icu»lt » took seI 3.0UB v3.

sai»3 I mi. ght resign. Lord S.said didn't wish that, but tlris
raised a..l kinds 1~.1t.ers of p inc, BBC ..hd krow bet tei- i;hat to
such thIQ»~ VG 83rd've k»3own better Press blew up

I

case»,
»

I
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!388 Thought Simon wet. Not posi tive character. Think Party Jfan33ers
done later on SNT.

(l98 AttItude of sUpe210Is A p)aywr3ghts to Jou«as playwright,'P
.Privileged posn, choosing own materials, bread out of mouths'P
That was expressed, not w.partic. Signif.

(00$ 5'Alich mol e important bo yoU) MC caI ecl 0:t'al ee3 Gs GuthoI';
Think 8 infinitely more signif, 8 important, Owe everything to
T12at 8 long 6 sh02"t of 1t . As fBI's books 5. things concc ned v,
grateful that 8 allowed me to be writ .r in spare,.time. Pro(e book
a yr, apart fr, what did in office-usually betw, 2 8 0 in morning.
In those days, v.active character.

l02~«13eath at BH'P Gift, once had idea. Orig. idea E .."faschwi tz's. He

tried to sell to friend, Philip Jordan (a war corresp). No one
wd touch we end of. pole, eveIyone looked Bt w.great distaste.
Ul (,lmately Rich A Cowan took 1 t, did Icasonal31y well, I think,.
s'«~ever (1ramatI sed f QI rBd3.0. h'd ve been v. D3. ff3.cul«;. They made fi lm.

(OE!8 I«L SayeIx crit. plot (see abave)

P

t

"-" eat(l "cs; 'on Bf eI'aI lost f'I'oup 2 F hBd Non spurs 1BIgely
L

0 i .Gillie+ had justi.~! .d hivin
1=-c; ."el.t «(e d lost great deal, wider. horizons taken away, F< lost
becBUse (lot given di sc3 pl ine Qf deal 3 ng w+ ac tors i coping w ~'8 cr2 gt s,
4P~vj spiix (lecided7 Don't know» PeI sonallv regret ted «bad foI both.
Think Ni choHS decided, P» essul e froiHLG+ Y<ot as faI's I know, Poss,
but not BWGIe he yeaIned for i.ndependence Tho (oui te en+3.tied to
!eeling of ordinary F.
thi nk pl cased to have

Tv af ter war 3 Idea of,
St'll think good idea.

mai led fi s t removed.

Pro(! 's 3 Pleased to be on Own'3 Th3.Ilk so

L.

5Ing1 c d2"ama head 1ookIng a f. teI'v 8~ I-G(l3. o.
Killed, I tIlin'( by Nicholls, who di(;n't

ta'.ce'ood

view of me ~~< tllought whole th323g too comp l I cated e So 3 t proven
k'~~hen went back t0 AP follnd w!llole tl~llng dI sasteI' 2

gamy

pe 0 o ve Neve2
worked so hard, so fIuitle'-sly. Suppose so set in ra(bio groove that".
cdn t Unde2st ~ why ppl lookillg GfteI'iam Iecs 3.23 Gallery wd knit«"
«hereas llsed to Ppl 0 3 ball in rad30 -l;d
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MCGivern made fatal mistake of going into film bus. for short
til,le bef ore tv. i st class Feature prod,, ciln'+ carry corn, cdn',
carry alcohol. BBC's attitude to him insane, Gave him enormous

j
pow, r, also access to unlimited alcohol. Tragic. Beally tragic
figurc. I ike d mUC11, had woI'ked pleasantly w. him.

91ff, pos11 foI'o(1» Dldxl ' woI'k out bad lv — I wei'1 t to him Bs soon !

as got to tv, sai(1 I hoped he didn't feel embarrassed by sit. No

emb. arose, except at tv meetings he wd send me Little notes,
passed down for everyone to sec. Unnec., annoyed me.USU. couched

in of:fensive terms. "Do This" "Don't do that". "We'e had enough

of this."
I 40 ".'sas there discI xm1nat Ion aga11'1«st brxno'ing I ad" o ppl in+0 tv P

I

'~~0

Definitely. Strong prejudice. Think went back to Gerald Cock.
LL

Made thi1xgs v. di ff . fOI- pp1 seco11(ied f rom radio. Gi 1li am, Martyn

I'»ebst61" Bl1 (18)lie to grx ef q cdY1 t Ht BYld. 8 tmo 8 Tv h1 QI'81"cily thou»ght

««6+ «; »- ~ ff f r, »» i »I»9 II',ve»-v +v AI od, 7»»let vea r»»Pd to )»lake

fi Lms. That 's what they enjoyed, I think disastrous. Shd be
1

tllxnk(ng 1 0'f to 4.1lo»s Irate 1ad1.o

.»(Qturn to Radio~I Unhappy xn tv, said to Nicholls not -»corking,

SUgg. retux'n to I'Bdio whe1 give sati s Iaction, In VG» - absence

ilrchi Hardi l~ »lead of I Bdxo drama, Hemelll hxdeous occasxoY1 when

OO» '.-I» 8 I lllO OOF1 0'L'Ol OO 8»''I"I »It 8 llO«'OOI» I IllOIIO»8'IOS»11 18«»

I"oUY1d hxm, »

PQI sonal feelirg d» sapp. on return'> Yes fe't had come to gxief
over:-omethiYYg worth doi11g. Had txeY(endous belief in tv, h;:d

commit ted SPlf in wr" ting (Asa Hx iggs mQY1tioY1s) t lat BBC shd

grip tv firmly by scruf f of Y16ck8ib~ever did 8 This was whole trbl ~

/lack of 8BC gri p,
You realise thi s crit. Of Hal.ey'P suppose so. But don't think he-

I

passionately int. in tv, mo16 int. in 5rd pI og.
Return to Radio > fe i.t coY(11ng home, thoroughly QYl joyed being BÃOYlg

'pl

w11O belxeved I kllcw what talkxng aboUt p

by gad ge tx'y o f. tv wh found so di sagI'Qeable

seem pleased to see meq 11ot so at tv,

no longex'UI'I'ounded
Wet.coKPd~ E'veryo 1P

»I clt returnxng to somethxng w fUt I Ycs ~ fQL t » satx st3cs sho«j~

radio by no means dead. PQI sists i11 curious way to this (tay. SNT

st I 11 functI onlY1g (as f ar Bs I know, I:f 3. Sn t ought to be ) But

you always sal(l tv w('x 1 I adxo Orama . Al»(«'Bys fclt » Bs soon Gs

voU cd see Bs well Bs heal q plUg w(l» be pUL Loca OUt UndeI radxo as

such.
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Bat statistios bear oat (I be-iere) that, radio aud. 'acres:ting,
largely 0%1ng to fQuit 1Ps of tv, Mainly on populaj side 1Bcreasizlg?

I

Don ' knolf comparisons. Richard IHji son cheerful.
Vielf Gf fut. Qf I'ad3.G draHla? To majnta1n what, Haley called best
poss. prod. of best poss. play... He was v. emphatic abt this,this

4'ihi ch DG ) 8 yoU sasif Hlost of p which best?
Pcith, Halcy to both.Both seen a lot,both kind to me.Haley
endeaI"ed Self 20 Hler had one Gf those l.unchesq 'teIIify1ng with
cold pebble-like eyes glaling,afterwa=ds asked me to stop, taLked,
explained -xfhich endeared him to lHe for evex — AS offfice boy at
Times he collected books froHj Lit.Ed'8 desk, took aloxlg to cubby

holP. besidP. stove, read all Bj.ght. Look3.ng Gack put HalPy top.
Didn'2 have I'cj.th '8 fairly grim outlook . Jacob only sa~ once- one

imH36DSPly I'cspccted his I"ecord.
farl's Pll«'. « I11$LLl«ed hPAI ti iy~ 3.Guild «(Ui i'6 Lntoi "I'able, Cdl\ ' beai
that llc 11ked go'Ilg Gut drinki Dg M. eng3 noel s. Llejng faXBtly A

snob Hiyse 1f f had no Usc ~ fOr that e Al 1 th1 8 80 called deiHocI'ati '"Lnrr

Gf Ql".,„go g1 68 test poss i Hii Stake i

762 voll Xfall ied i.o put Ibsen on . %611...
OL~ icu t 2 p013 cy dec3 $ 3 QDs on plays $ 9111Dg too close to 3f1nd p too
ri Sikv ''OI'/C 3 SOHjelfhel P- you dr~%'I 11ne? 76$ s 'lfas V i p083. t LVe Aboljt

f
'~'id

( m -.-.2 3 a10 ) . Ee ldu 2 I bl . I, 'font 1olje(,,soviet Ice Brea661, x'Arty

)(~I nt-x'~g I PonfP'8 I dLd feel stl.on'iy abt c"lta1 thLD~S use I

> ard 8 23L ck.
Pol s $ 3. 2 t 8 Pa83.6r tllan Hlat tP.x'f taste? TrUe i Always seeHlcd to Hlc

that taste was lzhat qualified or disqualified olle for job. Found

change oi taste ovej. ~~> yrs? Think a broadening froHl abt. 19/0.
Yards ti ck extended e But as 1D. thc case 0f Fx q H)y vl ew 'tihen 1B
doubt Cu «.,

'vej3B trbi foi" alloÃi jig 4/c of play con$ 1dPred 1ndPcel'lt? DQB ~ 2

LD "" $0 s itl«fa»ys PAQBaged to sk1rt the LndPcent, Greatcx'3.cense 1D

Tp? To solHO exip'lt, Pal essed siford ~ experimental l covs.ji.d Hlultltudc
0 f 8:ins, TP dCZ; it "iis Sutb,] 8

D l v '; "1 b/ id
Dot po$ 9, oxl HQHle

Gn $ 6 i tx'Pnds in pub. tAste? I'lt SI'ld

Set trcllI»$ Bei llP, by nature p0$ 123vc q having 8 tj Gng vl eNS Qn All)lost

eve.» y sub/ ect, Xf Bot ~ lfd f ind selves LB Hie ss,
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Did you manipulate drama output for that purpose": Another factor totake jBto Q/c q but v important one Fact one was Us 3.xlg Q medi.um ofextx'erne power 8: ixlflUence affected onc Q gx'eat 'dealer one wasextremely conscious — I.l,'as — of personal responsibility. Unbelievableluck had got job, felt shd do it w.extreme sense oi responsibility.Public response'P Always thought Aud.Research greatest waste of Cox.p'smoney wh. ever existed. Loathed it. Cd prove anythixlg by it. Again Aagain went t 0 Px'og, Boax d s vd say l~T«33 8 AH f3gurc v bad s I'hat p3ovcsplay good, ", ox vice vex SQ...NevPx bel:eved AR, thox1ght books cookedOlin,judgt more important..
If had time again, what wl. do differently'P Wd take more trbl ovex.relationship w.various individs. Don't think ever made proper use ofLQDCP Kxn~ J~ull Tnink tJU v deserved better of mP Partic LanceThink of him w.nostalgic regret, think I was always in his hair. Iregretted this, fond of him personally„

a~ vi l,ion .L«ox other post'P Gxlly other post offered Director ofRPgi onal p«el at j Gns, CQB t imagjne anything for wh«j ch less su j tacontumely>ice,jected ":. . absolutely right. Knew nothing Qbt.Reg's, theyv.t x\ J J'la 'P 'PM I co'>3ed me
et p 1't- f. g . '. JJ ght. X th ". ts y .:.. ted t p l. for'3DGB t th1nk so «0 «happv where was the longex there bPt tex' 13.kedEn/ oycd York

p appare13t ly to ppi s sati 8fQ«ct3.onLG Okl ng <ack oP n 33HCjaave gx'cate s t opp0 rt Unx ty QDy man evex'ad St roke0 moaumPDt luck I got job ditto that I had cal3a~xty to haxldle Don'regx Pt for Gne moment,Not betJ Of 3 oses,
Anyt Jli ng 1eft out'3 Grig, prod, of 1 The H..scue l Axial pr»d Gf 1 Jr3nd ~0f both inol dinatP ly p3 oud. p prod ' of 'JJQssax ', both infini telv b ttex~0«3 Q3. r t Jlan in theatre «Bas3. 1 Dean made 13x stake of t Urnxng Up I 3.gnt s

I

GB f3.nai scexle
q x evPQ1 Po onlv pQxnt ed cardboard f lat 8 I Gxle wasfalltasticaliy lucky that so many of older g n. of actors wereQ«ppax'cnt ly pl eased to woox k" ~~" one Gwe them pllenomenal debt,P."oud of HJ'.C's t

0x"g 8 wh, >Id have
»Be .-ls tlley did.

3 ack recax d~ Inox d, proud to have beeD assoc « '$l«x t «Fe('Igiven one thc opxlox'tuni ty I Jlad, or ha ge cncou aged& Undamental feeli Bg of overxzJlelming gr'i tude
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<A7 biBTBK story retaken. VG accepted nativity play by Dorothy Sayers,"He That Should Come". Result of success of thi ~, DS 'nsisted I hdprod, hfBTP>K — greatest compl+men0 I ever had as prod, Large Iy owing tosupport of ~ames Velch, Helig. Bi r,we managed to override Lord's Day Obs „
Soc.p got home ~

$26 Embarrassing moment. After second episode, handling cast in studio i
saying "For God's sake, come down out of stained glass windows,act likehuman beings" — believe this what DS wanted — cast eyes to Gallery,sawenormous quantity of high powered episcopal characters, led by Arch-

Cbishop of Yori,, LBOS objected to dramatisation of Christ. Press pickedup, Firzled out v. quickly,largely because plays great success, every-body lilted, thought good. DS couldn't have been more complimentary, goton v, wells
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