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BBC HISTORY ARCHIVE: MR.VAL GIELGUD (March 1978)

Note by Frank Gillard.

"hen I first discussed the prospect of an interview with him O

the mid-70s, Val Gielgud seemed to be as lively and articulate

as I had always known him to be., There was a delay of a couple

of years or so before we could get down to making the recording

- there seemed to be no great need for haste over it, and I was
working mainly in the USA over that period. But in that period,
though I was initially unaware of it, Val developed a brain tumour.
Consequently, when I went down to Lewes to do the interview, I found
him to be sadly incoherent. He was still eager to record, and some
intelligible and useful comments emerged, but he found it difficult,
and frequently impossible, to hold on to a thought for long enough to
complete a few sentences on it.

Nevertheless, Richard Keen (see his memo 22.10.80) managed to retrieve quite
a few usuable fragments for inclusion in his Radio obituary on Val
and future researchers might have similar success, There is no
transcript, but here is a summary of the topics raised in the
attempted intervew, as set out in more detail, [iu this attached
document,
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Page
Recruitment. Views on Reith and Haley 1
The Savoy Hill studio setup 1
Inability of stage actors to adapteto Microphone work 1
Quality of early BBC staff 1
Opinion of Eckersley, BBC Chief Engineer 2

Opinion of Roger Eckersley, Pragrammé& chief
Interference from Gielgud's superiors, e.g.Basil Nicolls
Hilda Matheson, Head of Talks

Eric Maschwitz, Head of Light Tntertainment

Massive project Gielgud@/Napchwitz: Night Falls in Budapest
Gielgud's opinion of Broadcasting House

Reith as an amateu? a@tor

Story of Radio Dramawmdin the 1920s

Radio Drama Polieier in the 1920s; plays recalled
Experimental produwetions

Production gechpiques: the D.OC. panel

The Royal vis®t to B.H.

Use of music in Radio plays

Stage actors and bmoadcasting

Zmergence of the first generation of Radio actors

The freedom allowed to him in Drams

Writers for Radio

Story of "lMan Born To Re King" by Dorothy Sayers
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Dvolution of PFeatures Department, under Laurence Gilliam 10
Coming of Television; his fear of a threat to Radio 10
His experiences as Head of Television Drama 11
Criticism of Children's Hour 11
All TV Producers simply yearning to make films 12
Wartime experiences: evacuation to Evesham and elsewhere 12
Evwntually returning to London 12
"Saturday Wight Theatre" and "The Monday Play™ 12, 13
BBC Radio postwar. Ilasley as Director-General 13




Val Gielgud =-2-

More topics attempted:

His hatred of soap operas

The "Party Manners" episode

Gielgud himself as a playwright

Postwar Features as part of Drama

Gielgud unhappy in Television, returns to Radio
Repeats views on DGs - Greeme, Haley, Reith
Policy considerations in selection of plays
Gitlgud dismissive of Audience Research

No ambition for higher post

ghd
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17
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Unsuccessful out of work actor. Radio Times huge ecirculation.

iculty over sexual
connotation in variety script - he accepted nxplan&tién ~ VG not
aware of it, He and Haley'out of top drawer!

Qualifications for journalism? Absolutely none. Hired thronuzh open

door 'literally!.

Wyote letters to RT com

laining about /M o“drama. Progran
pilannineg in hands of Lindsav Wellimg€o9.

VG & Maschwitz wrote serial for B b3ecd on fatuity of war

YL

®

Savoy Hill, Veociferous starlipgfesputiside window, Perpetual draught .
sec., insisted on open GOOLem AL studios.

Curtain drapes, meat safce Wc., Trouble w. aclors persuading thewm
no need- to shout, ;

-y . - 4 - L - " g -
Henry Ainley cOWIRCt) grasp this. 10,000,000 1lis
® « & i J  j

b

eners? Must let

A

myself rip. 2ng%iécts boys to hold him back by sest of pante. Busv

exéiting, fRlVP in on something new.

Farly staf¥: too many had failed at other things, in radio fautc

,,,,,,

y et excitoment

¢
se regarded with pinch of salt. Savoy Hi

o

hen difficult to take iong

~ 1 -

coOnere.: 1
Plode o ivwervrc  Prz]l . S e T 3 T3 O PRI B o 1 s e T T <
Plate always full. Yes, wiracle that BBC emerged successiully-

thanks to Reith and Halev. Clear who rsn show.
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Larpendale, VG wanted to do Ghosts., - "Hear it'g unusual. " Suppos:

you must do it -v,long,v.dull." Only interest, if you had a B] :
Nice man. :

Hu]esbiended to be strict

Senior member discovered in COMPIC omising eircumstances with

entertainnent room,..Fired. Think right.

P. Eckersley. Thought him howling bore, shouldn't have bhecn allowe:

near mic, Always fuss about divorce. Yet VG went thro' couris &
times, nobody raised eyebrow - but this after Reith.

Lckersley. Exhibitionist vu]ga%ian§ télented engineer, Roger Eck
Sweet, nice, indefinite. Lacked force. Thigk Reith liked Veg—men

(see 337 above). Cut out to he Sec. of Gol% club,

foell Levis. YHen siarted JOu, 12 plas My C¢, accepted, all terrib
vt dw P - s e e
had to find excuses for not b/ec.

b4

Vanted to use Chesterton's'Dajgdad \of Lepanto?,

=

0
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L

i . . . . . 0 3 -
"We upset Turkish embassy ., h¥nk this not characteristi Tiaad

wuch to put up with. Prog.) judgment only fair.

Start of Wa VG andWBoult went from- Eveshan to complain thevig

iothing to do. QIGFman ¢ "When war started, T pulled lever,

3

broadcasting ,fhan¥ed cours se." ) Had great influence for shori time

Lionel Jieldan! Exquisite suede shoes. Iad been at Gallipoli, whiech

fescinated VG, Handed over Gallipoeli prog. to Vg,

Hilde Matheson, Great power, carried much guns. One of 2 whomn Reith

never tried to bully. VG not bullied! when telephone rang from hi
your hand shook.

Eric Maschwitz., BDearest friend for 10 years. VWent US, France,

hiring Gypsy Band, £ 2300 party to entertain fungarians

3

i

Hungary together. Did Prog. 'Nightfall in Budapest'., BBC parsimonv:
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Control fyom

Maschwitz. Tremendously good copany,

very hard.

Early progs

o

lightning by

ThingsﬁBe
wanted to do,
Talks
what

decided

FM + VG did c
!a&bl?‘“g)Lll’d

Pleased with

—

bidg., a

o

H

Cat story

Consulted on

Dorothy Sayers wrofe after

'Coudn't, take s

Hadntt reali

BH made a

b/e. Coulgd

by Balance

“

Relig.,

Variety Std.

in Budapest' story. 4 from BBC.

escort.,

Gave

rkeley

liveliest

CYOCsSs

cont,

good deal of difference,
do things
and

studio

N7 3% 2 4s
Taken everywh

4 progs Clare had affairs

parquet-paved,

Gay as a gri%, Excited, workes
L 5 :
cacket to variety, then dim dept.
FPelt tremendous lot to be done, Helding flash of

i, P o :
tail. EM had tremedous idea of

style, 'These

)
Sg. as good as sones can

&

he. So
couldn't,

dept. Saw as his job to make Drams as good,

sliould be b/e.

-talk act at Prog.Boapd§, Mfuriated collean

QJ
-~
r"\

1

enjoying selves. Did what you liked,

6 special drama stdd at BH. Exciting building, Lookegd

3T (_{ 1‘3,37 2 (‘H{S:

ey

a

Neverfseen another cat in Di. Thought hopeful.

dedigp/of drama studios. Very good.

reading 'Death at Broadcastiig Houset.

said to go from one studio
Ve

ed extremely heavy doorsz. Had timed it.
f

long as

you

as bldg specially desig for

eﬂ

which couldn't do bhefore. Wonderfully

T |
served

Control Enginecers (what dig balance & contrc

T

desc, fongre~“1ed everything below also conse

Snag.
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230 Productions Director. Gladstone Narray sent for VG & offered. Wad's
{

\ given eye teeth for. Included Variety, which VG couldn't do, knew
\ nothing of. Drama fascinated. Was 28. Why chosen? Don't know.

Story that R.Eckersley said to Reith "He comes of good theat,

family, knows theatre." R said "V. rude to me when we prod.

. 3 ‘3 N ol 1
'7i1Dy of Bloomsbury' for amateur drama-socc, Suppose he can be
1 1 L‘é
rude to actors.

. 299 Reith played drunken broker's man, v.good. Took production like

dream, Carpendale was seedy elderly gentleman. In Rudolf Steiner

1

Hall. V& had no exp. of producing amateur drama,
. ’135 Research fection resented his promotion, Whatvhaﬂ 1*uinéf:i them in
Reith's eyes was that nothing they did got on air,..had no
machinery to get it on.

O Jeffrey. Only remember smoothdy\bPushed hair, hated VG's guts,

AT

went to Movietone News, 'golden &oice of silver screen'. V&

thought he left dept. a shambles.

A1
~J
1

Drama had done V littles Snippets of Shakespeare ete..Donald
. . i T y . -
Calthrop had mdvisovy job. VG had erg]ﬂ field to dig in. Relays
( from Theatres\difn't work - explains lack of visuals., Miecs in
t

. flowerpods,NcOrsages etc. Hence development of special radio

1% Noted drama prodncers: Lance Sieveking, Peter Cresswell, Jack
J &8 H
g % . = - . . 3 o
Cheadlle, Archie Handing, MH.Allen (in minor way). Only one with
whom alwavs fought was King Bull. Later urged by Michael Standing
to be nice to him, gave him one brandy too many:'Trouble with wvou

VG, vou've never met any of right people,?

506 Mow selected plavs? Went on principle, if liked, would do, i
i ) i - H :

disliked it, knew many people would like it, would probably do

that too. Backbone of classics, for which VG had perhaps
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exagerated reverence: Ibsen, Cheﬁkov, Greeks. First Monday night

play was Hippolytus tr.Gilbert Murray

7
J o

GILLARD: Certainly making demands on your audience? Yes, had

terrible time with it. Cast all over whop.Gladys Young as Nurse v

slow., After first % hour 20 mins. over time. Godfrey Tearle as

as

Father came in. "I can deal with that". Went back to studio, picke

up pace as VG never saw:masterpiece of acting, Didn't vary

performance one scrap. Got haunches under him. Wonderful 91
achievement,
Was Drama popular in scheduling? Dﬂn't thlnk 80, Tn earliest davse

an

regarded as sidekick. Once Monday and Sa®@rday ”1g 1t Theatres
estabiished (Nicholls thought of SNT,_ deld to VG) - in early
stages had no standing.

Audience wanted storytelling? Yds Nthat's why they took to

[o]
o
o
jov]
ot
fomde

lons, e.g. Carnival nhaatocntulned forbidden elements like

v

2

adultery. No tr@u:le, Grdat\sigcess, Years later adapter & C.
" ’ , . : . G .

Mackenzie argued, who had/ written whieh lines)?

Radio play, theatpe of mind., First to grasp Sieveking,Guthrie.

Wrote 5 orig.plawg. 2 done, one unsuitable, VG had to turn down.

Many diff{cmltNdecisions? A.lot. Play about Soviet Icebreaker.

Not them, (19730) allowed te show Fuss ians in good light.Nicholls

was very cautious,

)]

Research section. There before VG Productions Director.imerged
because Reith fancied (!) 4 originally concerned: Sieveki ing
M.H.Ailen,wnaﬁﬁfnvﬁ King Bull. But haﬁn't.goi machinery or knowhow
to. get things into progs. Reith sent for VG "You take them over,
or else..” Its pur ,- se experimental, beautiful indulging label

covered multitude of sins. Became Features Dept,, contributed

ot

largely.
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negarded w. suspicion. "Experimental” = "when in doubt throw away

Vhen became Features contribution enormous. Fizzled out, then re-

emerged as Features Dept.

o
”~

Ultimafely Features covergd multitude of sins and laudab
activities., Orig. 4 had greati success.

Why "“Feature"? No idea. VG didn't choose, wdn't have. Job of F.
Depf, ,to handle anything done in dram., terms not a play.

. . L ; Syt e
"Nightfall from Budapest' considered feature. Progs. w.multiple

nsrrators, Features? Not necessarily. VG had thing about narratioc

Not to be used as stage dir@ctioné - poiSonoﬁs‘

Production techniques: DC panel. 2 in BRy Te use techniques of
studios w. diff. accoustic propertieg inZecombination with
orchestra. Wien George V & i vis]liedaliing sal looking v.oored
VG showing off DC panel, KingqTeokcd more bored, VG depressed.
Carpendalc lcant over "Spealmup\ny boy, King v.deaf". HM looked
daggers., At end, QM lcant ever panel "Quite all right dear boy,

you did v. nicely".VGiconvinced monarchist from then on.
- AP

fusic in plays. Cémplicated subject. loward Rosde music should
4
as in theatres;N\d®eayed viclin & accordeon in orch. pit while auds

went tosbaf.NeTeveking great innovator. Pl#ying DC pasnel like

wurlitger wrgan proper way, LS VG didn't entirely agrece

but thought best r¢adio used lot of music: easier to listen to
music, not speech. Contribution of broadcasting teo language -

made one listen to words. Technique of multiple studios could

- lead to trouble. But, e.g."The Rescue"., VG besi radio play

T

ever, Britten's music electrifying, he and F.3ackville Vest
wedded in whole. Great thing.

. ad 5 ,. . - 5 L ;"‘.,
Use of DC panel. After "{o the Public Danger",t{Patrick Hemilton,
% /

VG ended in complete exhaustion from turning knobs constantly

and fasi, using fades & cuts in way which would drive a-

wt

contemporary producer mad.

be
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949 Signalling by cye lights, also return switeh for talkback if

had to. But once started on live prod., went on...Notable cceca-

sion in "Cavalcade", one studio packed up in middle, live, by
meréy this happened at pause, only bel}'for Q.Victoria's funefaﬁ;
kept bell while Fred Bell (most admirable SM-never had enough
credit) rushed round, re-organised cast, pushed around; never

G

casts in same studio - kept whole thing going.
i g g g

B
wiv i L=

left wes

s
S s A s

| Q985 Plusses and minuses of DC Panel? Many merits. ¥Wd vote for it. Cd
2 do some things difficult to do now. Went out because of war.
% ? impulses from it wd guide bombers, but. don't uanderstand
: : technicalities. By then was at TV, directing TV playv when war
. " broke out.
10685 Why Aantt they oo back to DC Panel? Present mixers less fTlexibie

DC Panel self-indulgent toy fomlprod™€? Lot of people, e.g.,L.S.

made mystique of it, nonsende™& harmful, but it had many
advantages. In other copntries sliders, not knebs., V.G, didn't
like.

1040 Attitude of Theatse to radio drama? Gloomy. "Cigarette money".

VG put feoot Th ¥t /by not identifying castl Actors screamed, VG

had to pgivesway - which didn't usually do, but this time felt

< . SE—
S

. had wade wistake. Management adapted s jngular attitude: if you

broadeast fTrom theatre, will ruin box office; if don't, we get n

=

publicity, so we should like you to b/c from theatre. Difficult

to argue against - antinomian. B/c from theatres unsatis; this i

why we had to-go into studios,

1080 Best support from older gencration of actors: Harry Ainley,
Freddie leyd - wonderful. Toock prodﬁétion like‘dreams, wofk@ﬁ
like mad, tgughi VG everything he knew about theatre and
hfoadeastinge Cdn't have been nicer. Younger generation not so

cooperative, inclined to be bloody-minded. Once had to throw

Henry Oscar out of studio,
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4) Saved Henry Oscar's face by pretending he was ill or something.
He v. angry. Fuss w. Equity.
20 V.G.'s relations w.Equity always tricky. % or 4 rep's used to

come to meetings. One was Bruce Pelfrage.We always complained of

fee not received for something b/c in Hong Kong 4 yrs

10 - Actors who made name thro!' b/c. Belle Chrystal, Mary Wimbush. Opn
the whole, older gen., took to it and accepted direction from
someone like self. To give dir. to someone one had revered in
theatre for yrs was alarining.

78 hink uwltimately a gencration of radio actors did emerge: e.g.
Mary Wimbush,

90 How trained? RADA had radio course.’

110  Question of explaining what mic. ed, cd Wot, do...Question of ppi'

. : . Y . /
absorbing guickly; not just how far tofs%amd fr.mic, but using

‘human voice as never used before, ' f
138 Some became fascinated by this: CawleWtgn Ilobbs, Mary ¥W. (excent

in La Dame aux Camelias, in whi€INVG cast her:disaster)

[N

~J]
L% |

Trick in casting? Not to cast Pexr appearance..Once int'd Joan

; . : . . A . ;
Plowright. Made note:'in any pec@liar part wd stand out.Cast her

e

admirable.

205 Critics showed int.? W Dittle. Lance exhibitionist, wd give
interviews to presglon any occasion.'Listener' alwavs int.Otherwi:
press had dowmyok/by& -inevitably depressing. _

240 But ecritics cd. W imbecile.eig. Herbert Farjeon: "1405 lines cui

from Henyxy J"

250 GSM's, Lribwtds to Fred Bell, Johnny Johnstone,Patience Shefficld

-~

280 FX grosshy/over-publicised. Celebrated occasion when Reith

ppl round Savoy Hill, w. own hands made sound of train going into
Fuston on rainy day, w. roller skate and tin bath. When in.doubt,
cut Fx. Not nec, to have elab., X, unless something wrong w,seripi
Important thing,stimulus to imag,

315 Some prod's cluttered up prod's w. innumerabhle Fx. Tried to expla
to them,

%35 Secret of sﬁecasﬂfu1 admin: answer letters, don't stay too long o
phone,Liked running dept., partic. that one., Attached to all who

worked with hin.,




n 350 BBC heavy handed? Inclined to be., Perpet. fight over money., But
ﬁ on the whole, VG had free hand. Management realised he competent,
\ Jeft alone. Cdn't ask for more

380  Any got on his back? B.Nicholls gave trbl..”inclinad to regard
anything VG Suggeéted as maniac, leQpproved of him,

500 Training of writers? Some had gift, e.g. Patrick Hamilton. His
(sic) 'Flowers are not for you to pick' bang on at once, Much
adaptation .done in dept. Cynthia Pughe became skilful adapter,

440 Trick of adaptatn? Get into skin of writer e.g. Carnival,Notable
for first use of seagulls, and music hall songs of period.
Agreeable and nostalgie.

L8O 'Barlas P of the Guard' eyamﬁle where adapter got into sl
Successful, '

495 Flood of Mss submitted? Not fiood, most,ppl put off by intriea-

63
A
oy
feo
.

. cies of medium, but large guantity, mosi Wseless,

570 Difficenlty w. women, one volce soundg much like another’s. A few
natural contraltes were useful., (Re®g@Mption of audit ion
procedure)

560 ‘Believe live perf. has edge,fhgwever 1nﬁen5§5 the recording.
Nervous qual, of actors whg Rnew cdn't make mistakes invaluable.

| VG oused 1i eAperT’s right Yo\end, Tension does no harm.

584 Rec. started w. Blatthemphone. No tricks poss, Clumsy & diff.

Think first used iff fx.

% 600 ‘'Diapgonalisatiof?:i®. prog. orviginated on Nat, Prog. vepeated on
: Reg. Repeat liwe?*Think so, originally,
; 610 Man Boyn fODe King?' Started in complicated way. Sayers commis-
. ML sioned by Chiidf«ms’ Ir. She was strong-ninded. Prod, sent back
f . seript . sugy. alteratns. Results dive. DLS tore up contract,
{ !i posted pieces to BBC.James Welch, Dir. of Relig. rallied, got
\f‘ support of Arehbpg of York. Lord's Day Observance Soc. went mad,
é \ gave all poss. publicity, called BBC Tewmple of Hla asphemy,splendi
é -3 R. Speaight suffered personally - playing Jesus - got abusive
; ‘ letters.
% 660 vG prod, DLS stipulated this in contract. That annoyed Child.Hr,
Zi SEculdn't blame them, Whole thing ludicrous.
; l675 Ridic. moment. Rehearsing 2nd play in series in cinema at
i Marble Arch. Had to.do whole from 1st read to ix in -4& nrs.

3 ; - e e . handled o
Appallingly large casis, big crowds made v. diffT. Never handied a

: | thing wh. gave so much trbl. & anxiety.
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960 Did these come under you? Tiresome sit, developed. Reith laid

-

down Reg.Directors had direct access to him. Reg prod's thought

this applied to them, went over VG's head, wh. he objected to.

Used to interfere good deal in Regs, %

Weaknesses? Parochialism of outlook, With what they cd. do, v.

e

good. OQutside that, sprawled all over place. Remen B'ham made
appalling mess of Shaksp. I cd get casts wh. no Reg.cu.Also West. 3
505 Evolution of Features? Enormously important. Fusing of 2 depts. _
| v. good for both. Drama prod's got wider outlook, F.prods learnt ;
to handle actors etc, degl w.scripts. 1000 pities they were

divorced. D & F prod's different kinds of animal? F.prod's tendedi

to be more imaginative,livelier, but cd've done w/o Dylan Thomas -
1

my least favourite man, Tendency for F ppl to congregate in Stag.

£
Once had 10 make clear wdn't have any of own ppl _ B ppl ~ going §
£

s -
P J

to stag. F ppl were law to selves, unfortunatelkya

U350 Giliiam? Personal relat’s amiable, buf he lyv8@/ gFiding wiiriwind,
directing storm, Loved Xwmas Day prog. If e¢d f¥nd” 0B from obscure
island in Pacific,grabbed it. Organised{list’Xmas Day Prog. Afier
that left to LG, who made much bettex job.

1050 F ppl selected mainly by LG, Brot An\Magcneice etc. You looked on

D as your ppl, F ppl you had to(be, fesp.for? True.

1058 4V before war? Tricky. Nearly came to Llows w.Micholls., Said, if
this thing gets hold, will/fr8eze radio out gradually. N. said
nonsense, VG said whole/DgdWa output shd be under same head, to | .
itse both arns, off'eutput, Suppose that why TV dram. put underi

’ me, Merely asked to\gOypas simple practitioner, To learn elements

of job, not head wf anything,

7y A

J At AP found shambles, Think '37. But used to having own way for
long time, Difference startling, alarming. Instead of own splen<

.Operator, P,Sheffield (?), 3 op's, all knitting.

did Gram

52 Snort of money, evthg. 2 std's, Designers - rats got into wood-
work in big way. Doing prod, of St.Joan. Asked for 3 stone steps,
sugg., of stained glass window. Designer filled whole of std. w.
Rheims Cathedral, Imposs. to shoot fr. any angle to make sense,

7% Live TV created probs. Working under appalling handicaps. .




700 DLS curiocus character. Expected feminine Peter Wimsey, canme. in
tweeds,mannish, sq.shouldered, brisk,downright., We got on like 1

house on fire. Admirable as author. One enormous virtue:never
\ addressed cast direct, only thro me, unlike some authors -always

led to confusion:actors didn't know which line to follow.

read thro'. Anvthing wh. needed changing cd. be changed on spot,
in DLS )
by orig. author. What did L. atﬁhd for? Don't know.

MBTBX 12 episodes.

1
\ Encouraged authors to come, Liked ihave author there at firss
i

765 VG never enjoyed doing anything more. Done iwice since- Peter
Watts. Peter Cresswell? Think time to consider doing it again,

live,.

B

800 Childrens Hour? VG complained of its iwee aspect, that it neglec-~

EES—

: ted all relevant material, e.g. E.Nesbit, Mowgli, made for b/e.
. Brot up at Prog.Board - this led to 'Do it yourg€lf', Don't think

improved €,H., toosclose to other things

S TR

75 Ahink part, vesp’ for getting rid of AuntieS W &tuff hidden behind
onlscuttle, 0ld Dbrigade protested. 'New WQroovus b9L; too smart’.

Used to such erit. Mainly from outsidey McCullough and May Jenkin

e S

objected strongly, though MJ had camsed\row with Sayers. They had
built up counsiderable tradition,.haded new broom, ‘ '
Q60 MceC ecurious man, ¥Felt sorry fox Vaim, Riashed up in VWar, Think vain.
Prickly, took offence. : !
230 Found same difference in_O%her broadcasters belween public &
private personalitiesS% Qnly remem, Frank Phillips. Quartered W.
him at Evesham at start ®f war. He insisted on telling VG of love |
life,; squalid, bofingx Vanity there too. :
.95 Anners didn'f\impdrge much, Think they all tended, esp. when es‘tah%

by name at begiffing (sic) of war; to develop vanity.

3‘912 Principal characteristic of BBC before war? Consolidation,.
§\ Established condition of cccptaﬁhe & vespeetability. 1 of Reith's
i great contrib's, appealed to middle classg in hig way.

€

925 You aware of Reith's trbls w.Board? Faintly awareof arguments w,
Lady Snowden., But one was too small,
e, V. difft,

v
Never went to Belfast, but visited others. Reg's i

1

640 Doan't think did as much w. & for Regions as should hay
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spec. fr.North, Jack Dillon, Bridson,
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Leading personalities:Gerald Cock, Cecil MeGivern (cné of my
people). GC made great contrib,
Thought prog's like hell, No coherent pOlle. But all I say abt.
tv. shd be taken w.grain of salt. There 18 mtsﬂﬂevcr worked so hard
w.s50 little result. Gt enthus.Difference tween BH & AP fantastic.
Lack of proper direction. : ;
TV ppl always yearned to film arena, This always was, will be t;blﬁ
Average tv.prod. wishes he cd make films., Not recognised that tv {
was extension of b/c? No, unfortuntely. g
Rehearsing tv play when war broke -Maugham's Circle. (Wondered what |
happened to rackets & tennis balls in Welbeck Mews where reh.ftill
rotting away?) Telcphone message.,
Prob's teaching to act for tv? Tendency to overac_it like mad, in
voice & gesture. Curb all time,
When war began, already told wd go to "Hogsnoxrtén',Evesham,(In

. . : v, § )
Germany, 38, someone asked, 'How's your bidéomt,Hognorton?)Whole
-, ]

dept. went, inecl, 26 Rep. Extraordinarypghouse,/ fleurs de lys
everywhere, even weathercock., Bearpit'\in§garden. Complained bitter%
1y nothg to do while Toland being ghewed up.(wl. upset me good dealf
House belonged to French preienderhMNot adapted for B/c.Agony. '
A1l typewriters on parquet fleown, {only seen in Budapest).Not
cheerful accompaniment to thowght.

Billeted in houses. VG ha@\ Siamese cat w.him, Wasts objented,

dangerous wild animaly Had to take furn,house, ;

Not much yroom for dramalVin war output. Mémo reccived "4 nr.plays, ‘
partie, if of fhiNgréns Ir type, might be acceptable”. That broke.
camel’s backi\seny V.G, to London to .int.Siepwmann,Boult supporting?
They complained,@oing nothing.'Lever’ quote {see above).
Ultimately got drama bhack, largely when got back to Lon,did
Shaksp. in old Queeen's Hailo First went Manchester.Trbl:sec’s
insisted I had strong personal reasons to want to go to MBLLa shed
it. Always dark, never saw light of day.Temp.interlude., In M uxgnb
of Xmas Eve bombing, Lxeciting, on roof of BH, pretend. to be Home
uard. Went down to bank vault. Bridson came in:white

Mot out in this,Geoffrey?" "Yes, saw tobacconist's hit, went to
see if I cd do somethiung,cdn't,place in flames," Put hai
shoulder, soaking in blood.Pulling ppl out of wrackageg
.

Ret. to Lond. SHNT es%umﬂ}bfli, became vadio thing no one wanted to

misg., SNT,knew popular, hoped good.Monday Night, knew good,hoped

I ey n g QAT waq3d v AT A Teenanies 111 Bt lono Plaoavae, 113 O ""\
popular. True SHT put radio drama in big leaguc.Plays in Syl

N
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Spread all over place. Ukasn, 8 Shakesp. plays a year. Always dix‘i.i
On the whole, adaptat. fr. theatre.Shakesp. in SNT? Occasion ally,‘
seldomn,
Monday Night, nc title. VG's pride & joy. Opportunity for things
I liked, believed public ought to like, ultimately did. Unprom.
start:iHippolytus, Eurip. tr.G.Murray. Godfrey Tearle saved bacon,
picking up 20' overrun (see above) _
Support f¥. hierarchy? v. good. Believed on right tack. L,
Wellington, Nicholls to some extent. He é?ught of SNT,nourished,
War Features. Under VG.Covered enormous field. One end, Xmas day
prog. VG's Gallipoli prog, Lionel Fielden helped, had been therve.
(this before war).
McGivern enormously talented prod. 1000 pities he got mixed up w.

tv. racket. Star prod. Junciion X, Bomb Doors, OUpem in best

i
features trad., v.good. Think when features cleses?V to documentary j
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vs, LG, e bc. exerelsed OVErs,
Victory Week? .Don't rememb.
Post War, Home, Light, %rd. Completely appfoved of Haley:stavit on:
Home , move up to Z%rd. Deserved tbAsueceed. ' :
Relats. w.Light never imp., ‘HS & % were.H adopted SNT...

Light did stuff like Dick Barton oW, 2appalled we. First - skirmish
w.Norman Collins, Controlleg...PB his pride & joy,VG thdught
rubbish(inevit. clash betweem someone who liked Chekov,somecne
who didn't), LP drama of ‘seruffy description., Martyan Webster i/c
LP drama, Had been vggoged w.F.Durbridge fr.B'ham., Broi these
seripts to Lundon,v.succeésful. Reai LP stulfl,; in wmy view fairly
contemptihlé.

You isolated self fy.LP drama? Afraid true,Thought cﬁ.d@'bettero
fiome drama,Suﬂday aft.'misee;laneous. Lindsay 1 111ng~0ﬂ,u0ufrav
Adams,Clare Lawa@n Pick at 2rd hand, V.encouraging,no trbl, Ever

said no to play? Must've, - but settled quietly in corner w/o

TP Haley's pet. Had to be s0 considered. To me wost int. Covered
all experim, drama apart fr, classies.,’

Huis Clos? Think only sensation,.ist time lesbhianism on air.
Didn't persconally regard as artistic sucoess? Didn't like it,

On TP dealt w. George Barnes till went to tv,ﬁ&ienn@ bﬂiG{ Wa
whom never est. relat's, Howard Newby,v.good,w.whom neve

exchanged harsh word. TP enlarged frontiers, susceptible to
5 1<) 3 i3

ek
£
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experimental, opened fresh fie

&



i2-NOTE Lower Track has mod.

. these 2 elderl entg ®0t tight at d;ﬂHGY discussed offspring's ;
o ) i

by

ielats, w. heads of TP always agreeable, cordial, friendly. Trbls. |

solved peaceably in corner. Exasperation I always felti,accountants

always managed to find TP surplus in Jan. Told must be got rid of
by March, Must'gen up casts, have more expensive actors. Not
always desirable.,.money can always be better spent., ;
Intro, of Soap Opera:you contempituous? Yes, Hated Dick Barton, Mrsaé
D's Diary, even Archers. Lower than beasts that pe®ish, but didn'ﬂZ
Reason? Murder for prod's to be turned on such job., Charles
Lefeaux, Betty Davies shdn't be turned aside to waste imag, on
Mrs, D's D, Ludierous, Tho gave pleasure to millions?

Wonder how much pleasure., Think exasperated as many as gave
pleasure to,

Other end of spectrum: discussion plays? Thought hdad enormous Tut, %

Wrote 1 of 1st, Red Tabs, ¢.1928, whether one BufSiTed ito sacrifice

a Division to achieve objective, Out of this aRr0ose yen for disc.
play, one of most int. sort of things we evér ddd. i

Party Manners? At worst, v.bad Joke., Wrote\in NY, w/o thought it V
wd. cause furore, Only play I wrote evé¥ureceived leaders in pvery§
paper fr.N,0,Wto Times, Perfectly chAldisl little farce, on which
I had no partic, opinion., Had no mord iytea I wrote it against Lab
Party than that I shd o iff 1y

Story of Lab,Minister. His opp. no. had been his Tag at pub,
schoel, Drawn fr. fact thaft/ Gebrge Strauss had been my fagmaster
at Rugby(this better be oblivion). I got idea amusing 10 have §
confront. betw. 2 piifldxs™of estab. Only scene I ihaugh?fuﬁmy,@h@aé

romantic assac's; 0f/wh, took poor view, Result:done on air, :
N, Collins said ‘'Went less Chekov, more comedy®. I showed him this%
piay, wh. had handy. '¥d,. you mind if I did this?' 'No!'. So gig it. !
Then did TV play on Sun. uights, rep. live on Thursd. In this nauu;
Lord Simon of W, interf fered, banned rep. This caused trbl, Every

paper in Eng. got hold of it, Liberty of subject, freedom of

expression, everyb, screaming place down. Our view: cdn't make out |
what fuss was about, Ialey backed V.G, to back teeth, Splendid,

Sent fo uma,,gsaw Simon, v, stuffy & di ifficult, took serious view
i said 1 mi_ght resign, Lord S,said didn't wis sh that, but this
raised all kinds matters of prine, BBC shd know better that {o do

such thing, VG shd've known better. Press blew up.
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Thought Simon wet. Not positive character., Think Fdrty Manners ;
done later on SNT. f
998 Atititude of superiors & playwrights to you as playwright? :
Privileged posn, choosing own materials, bread out of mouths? |
That was expressed, not w,partic. signif, 8 ;
1005 Which more important to ycu, BBC career or carcer as author? ?

Think B infinitely more signif, & important., Owe everything to B, |
That's long & short of it, As far as books & things concerned,v.
]

grateful that B allowed me to be writer in spare. time. Wrote book ¢

1
|

/

{

f ,7

f a yr,apart fr, what did in office-usually betw, 2 & 4 in morning, ;
fj In those days, v.active character, %
1625 Death at BH? Gift, once had idea. Orig.idea E, Maschwitz's. He %
tried to sell to friend, Philip Jordan {a war eorresp). No one é

wd touch w. end of pole, everyone lcooked at w.gred¥ distaste. é

. Ultimately Rich & Cowan took it, did reasonably well, I think. ;
e

Never dramatised for radio, Wd’ve been v.difficuly, They made film.

1048 DL Sayem crit. plot (see above)

I

1054 Features: soon after war lost F group? F4had won spurs, largely

?5 owing to i, Gilliam, had justified hivinggof¥f, Personally was sorry to

; lgse. Felt we'd lost great deal, wigdew horiZDQg taken away, Fy iost

;2 because not given discipline of dealing’w, actors. coping w,"“rjwts
§’ Why splii decided? Don't know, Personally regretted, bad for both,

g Think Nicholls decided. PresBuyre fromLG? Not as Tar as I kﬁ0W3F05$.?
% but not aware he yearned\fetr Jindependence., Tho quite entitled %o, f
ji Feeling of ordinary F. BroW's? Pleased to be on own? Think 80, @
’ ,

/ think pleased to hfve malled fist removed.
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er war? Ideawef single dvama head looking after tv & radio.

Still think good idea., Killed, I think by Nicholls, whe didn't take
good view of me & thought whole thing (oo compiicated. So it proved.
When went back to AP found whole thing disaster f1 .y D.0.Vv, Never

worked so hard, so fruitles sly. Suppose so set in radio groove that
2 fow ) 1

cdn't underst. why ppl looking after gram recs, in Gallery wd knit,!

i A
ot

whereas used to ppl om ball in radio std. - ;
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McGivern made fatal mistake of going into film bus. for 3h0%t
time before tv, 1st class Feature prod.,cdn't carry corn, cdn't
carry alcohol, BBC's attitude to him insane., Gave him enormous
power, also access to unlimited alcohol. Tragic. Really tragic
figure. Liked much, had worked pleasantly w. himn.

Diff. posn for you? Didn't work out badly - I went to him as scon
as got to tv, said I hoped he didn't feel embarrdssed by sit. No
emb. arose, except at tv meetings he wd send me little notes, 4

assed down for everyone to see, Unnec., annoyed me.Usu, couched

i<

in offensive terms. "Do This", "Don't do that", "We've had enough |

-of this."

Was there discrimination against bringing radio ppl into tv?
Definitely. Strong prejudice. Think weni back to Gerald Cock,
Made thiugs v. diff. for ppl seconded from radio. Gilliam, Martyn
Websgster all came to grief,cdn't stand. atmo. Tv Wieparchy thought
chd get staff fr, Film? Bvery tv pnrod, Temeg yedrned to make

films, That's what they enjoyed.I think dsastzofis. Shd be

thinking how to illustrate radio.
Return to Radio? Unhappy in tv, saidgteo Nicholls not working

sugg. return to radio where I givewsadtisfaction, In VG's absence

'Arﬂhixlaxdjgg head of radio drzmaWBNRemeém. hidecus occasion when

called on him, surrounded by _schifts unread, mountains piled
round him,

Personal feeling disapph 9asreturn? Yes Tfelt had come to grief

over something worth ddinf, Had tremendous belief in tv, had
committed self in‘\wfiting (Asa Briggs wentions) that BBC shd

grip tv firmiy™ @y sdruff of neck.Never did. This was whele trbl.
Lack of BBC grip.
e this crit., of Haley? Suppose so. But don't think he-
passionately int. in tv, more int. in 3rd prog.
Radio, felt coming home, thoroughly enjoyed being among
I knew what talking about, no longer surrounded

by gadgetry of tv wh. found so disagreeable, Welc omed? Everyone

elt returning to something w. fut? Yes, felt, satistics show
radio by no means dead. Persists in curious way %o this

. - o d® s - - ) - » 3 s 5
still functioning (as far as 1 know., If isn't ought to be) But

yvou always.-said tv wd kill radio drama? Always felt, as scon as
e

¢ as well as hear, plug wd be pulled out under radio as

Tt R g
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But statis

largely owing to fduities-of tv, Mainly on popular side increasing?

Don't know comparisons. Richard Imison cheerful,
View of fut. of radio drama? To maintain what Haley called best
poss. prod. of best poss. plays. He was v. emphatic abt this,this

one's job, . . ; ;

s

vhich DG's you saw most of, which best?

Reith, Haley to both,Both seen a lot,both kind to me.Haley
endeared self to me, had one of those lunches, terrifying with

cold pebble-like eyes glaring,afterwar do asked me to stop,talked,

explained ~which endeared him to me for ever - as offfice boy at

-
B
o
n

he collected booksfrom Lit.Ed's desk, took along to cubby
hole beside stove, read all night, Lookiug back put Haley top.
Didn't have Reith's fairly grim outlook. Jacob pondy \saw once- one
immensely respected his record,

yresne i daisiixed heartvily, Touad gquite invoddwawte, Cdnii bear

that he liked going out drinking w, enginsers,) P€ing faintly a

of ox,.z, greatest poss, mistake,
Vet vou wanted o put Ibsen on? Well\ .

pDifficeuit policy decisions on piays Sailing too close to wind, too

2

e
risky for b/e? Somewhere you @draw 1ine? Yes, was v,positive about
PP, Mentioned Soviet Iee Breaker,Party
£

oY strongly abt certain things, used as

Pol., siti's easiexr thanWmatiter of toste? True, Always seemed to me

that taste was what q“wlgtivﬂ or disgualified one for job., Found
change ni itaste over 35 yrs? Think a broadening from abt. 19303

Yardstick extended., But as in the case of ¥Fx, my view fwhen in

Ever in trbl for allowing b/c of play counsidered indecent? Don't
think so., Always managed to skirt the indecent, Greater license in

TP? To some exient., Blessed word ‘experimental' covered multitude
of sins, TP dealt w. subj's not poss. on Home,

Did you feel b/c shd folilow on set trends in pub., taste? Felt shd

nxrey ey @ o TS il 4 3 3
every subject. If not, wd find sel

1o mys2lf I had no use for that, All dhids ’so called democratising

RS

by mnature positive, having strong views on almost.
1
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d yvou manip drama output for that purpose? Another factor to
take into a/e, but v, important one, Fact one was using a medium of
extreme power & influence affected one 1 great'deal, one was

e ea

I
luck hadg got job, feit shg
:{\

money

extremely consecious of

.was
thlic response? Always thought Augq
Loathed it,

i\,d s

sa,..Never b

wh, ever existed,

again went to Prog, Board,

say
play good,", or vice ver

Own judgt more important. ,

Personal responsibili

do ‘it w.extreme

"This

ty,Unbelievabie
sense of responsibility,

Research greatest waste of Corp's
Cd prove anything by it, Again &
AR figure v.bad,

elieved AR,

that proves
hought books cooked,

If had time again, what wd. do differentlv? Wd take more trbl over 5
relationship W.various individs, Don't think ever made proper use of ?
Lance, King Bull, Think they desej ~ved better of me’, Partie, Lance, §
Think of him W,RDSJQIFIC regret, think I was alwaysyin his hair, I ;
regretted this, fong of him pers sonally, i
S5 awbition top other poast? Only other post offeped, Director of
Regional Reiatihn Can't imagine anything fer which less suitable.
e 10

Rejected w, B l%Bsolutely right, Kacw nothing abf.Reg's, they . ?
wiln't have welcomed me, ?
You metropolitan figure? Right., No etller posts you wanted to apply for??
Pon't think so, v, happy where was., the 103?0? thnre,Jetter I likeq, f
Enjoved work, apparently to ppl's satisfaction, -§

Looking nack on BBC? Gave greatest o

pportunity any man ever had.S3troke !

of monument, luck I Bol jobNditto that I haq capacity to handle.bonit

regret for one mome 1t ,N0% Bed of roses. ‘ ;

Anything left out? Orig ¢ prod, of 'The Rescue', final prod, of ’Brand',é
both inordinat eV proud. o prod's of tHa assan', both infiniteiy b@ite{

on aiyr than in theatre, Basii Dean made nmistake of turning up Elhnus :

on final scene, revealed only Painted cardboard flats., One was

f?utrstﬁaally lucky that so many of older gen, of actors were

apparently pleased to work for one., Owe them phenomenal debt.

Proud of BBC's track record? Inorg Proud to have been asgeec, w, it,Few

org's wh, wd have given one the Opportunity 1 had, or have encouraged

one as they did, fundamental feeling, of Overwhelming gra rvitude,
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